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Internationally renowned as a brilliant musical innovator, Classical guitarist Paul Galbraith has since the 80s been pushing the technical boundaries of his chosen instrument, and constantly enriching his repertoire.

 

This initiative has already resulted in a series of lauded recordings of works by Bach, Haydn, Mozart, Brahms, Debussy, Ravel and Britten, among others. Released by the Delos label, his recording of Bach’s 6 Sonatas and Partitas was indicated for a Grammy nomination in 1998.

 

Through exchanging the traditional 6 string guitar for the Brahms 8 string guitar, which he helped develop, Paul found the ideal instrument to interpret, besides the traditional guitar repertoire, the challenging transcriptions with which he has become so closely associated.

 

The concept of this new instrument is a guitar with two extra strings surrounding the normal six, one lower, the other higher. Paul was extremely fortunate to collaborate with the illustrious luthier David Rubio, who designed - and gave name to – the Brahms guitar.

 

Besides his unique instrument, Paul is known for his individual approach to technique and posture, through his vertical cello-like playing style. The freedom of movement for both arms which this approach permits has been fundamental to his evolution.

 

Paul was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, and currently lives in Brazil. He concertizes all over the world and has played with some of the worlds leading orchestras and chamber ensembles, including the English Chamber Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic, the Chamber Orchestra of Europe, The Scottish Chamber Orchestra, the Moscow Chamber Orchestra, the Hallé, the BBC Orchestras, the Shanghai String Quartet, and the St Petersburg String Quartet.
